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Wickham Bishops Parish Council
MNOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF

UNAUDITED ANNUAL RETURMN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2017

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (81 2015/234)

[ NOTICE

i 1. Date of announcement L'I."T“ Jure 2017 {a)

2. Emch ywar the smaller authority's Annual Retwrn noeds to be reviewsd by an
external auditer appeinted by the Audit Commission. The unaudited Annual
Rabrn has baen published with this notice. As it has yet 1o be reviewad by the
appointed aeditor, it is subject to change as a result of that review.

accounting recerds for the financial year to which the audil relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other decumaents relating
to those records must be made avallable for inspection by Sny person
interested Forthe year ended 31 March 217 these documents will be available
on f bie notice by application to:

(& L1 AE B LA b
L

commencng on (c)

08 June 2017

and ending on (d) 14 July 2017

3. Local government electora and their representatives also have:

= The oppofundy to queston the appointed asudior about the accounting
records; and

1he appointed auditor could sither make & publc inderes! report ar apply o

of an obpection must firgl be given fo the auditar and 3 copy sent bo the
smaller authardy.

this purpose betwaan the alove dates only.

4_ Th. 11 Tk m A
auditor under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,
Ehver £ s and Audit Regulati 2018 and the NAD's Code of Audit Practica
2015, The appointed auditor ks;

FKF Littlejohn LLP
Ral: SBA

2# Elgar

1 Wastlerry Cincus
Canary Wharf
London E14 4HD

{abaspld-itleichn com)
5. This announcement is made by (=) LIASE @ Okir [ a5 RFD,

| im) frmer date of placing of the notice
which st ba Rt less than 1 day edors
| The diale in [c) below

| Any persgn imterested has the right to inspect and make copies of the |

(o  Insed name  positon  end
accresstelephore nuomnes  email
acchres, a4 appropriate, of the Clark o
cifer permon bo which any perscn may
apply 10 Inspoect the acocunts

(o} Insart date, wivch must be ot least 1
clary after th dabe of arncuncamant in (a)
abows ard 8t lmasl 30 working days |
Eexdore the dade appombed in (d) bedos

id} The inspection perod betvesan (o)
and {d) must be 30 working cays
inghahen ard musl inchda the fiest 10
working cays of duby.

= The right i make 8n objection which concema a matler in respect of which |

the coust for a declaration that an 3em of account I8 unisedul. Wiben notica |

The appainted auditor can be contacted at the address in paragragh 4 betow for [

| Retumn is subject to review by the appointed |

4o Ineed name and posibon of parsan
phacing the notice = this perscn must ba
T msponsitie Snaccial officer for The

smaller authority
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including drainage boards
and other amaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to councils
and ather local public bodies. This summarny explaing the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the
Act The Act and tha Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the dubss, responsibilities and rights.
of councils, ather crganisations and the public concaming the accounts baing sudited.

As afocal elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal righis in respect of the accounting records
of smaller autharities. As an interasted parson you can inspect accounting records and related documents,
i you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate vou can also ask questions
about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising your rights. However,
any resulling costs incurred by the cowncil form part of its running costs. Therefors, indirectly, local residents
pay for the cosl of you axercising your righls through their council tax.

The right to Inspect the accounting records

Any interasted parson can inspect the accounting records, which includes baut is not dmilted 1o local electors,
You can inspec the actounting recosds for the financial year to which the audit relates ard all books, deeds.
contracts, bills, vouchers, ressipts and other documenls relaling to those records. You can copy all, or par,
of these records of documents, Your inspection must be aboul the accounts, or ralate to an item in the
accounts, You cannol, for example, inspect or copy documants unrelated to the accounts, or that indude
personal information (Section 26 (6} = (10) of the Acl explains whal is meant by personal information). You
cannat inspect information which is protected by commerdial confidentiality. This is information which would
prejudice commearcial confidentiality if it was rebaased to the public and there & not, set againat this, 8 very
strong reason in the public interest wiy it should neverthebess be disclosed

Whean councils have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them, they must
publish them (ncluding on the councis website), There must be a 30 working day period, calied the 'pericd
for the exercize af public nghts’, during which you can axarcise your statutory right to inspact the accounting
records, Councils must tall the public, including advertising this on thelr websita, that the accounting records
and related documents are avallable 1o inspect. By arrangement you will then have 30 working days o
inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may have o pay a copying charge. The 30 day
period must indude 8 comman period of inspection during which alf smaller authorties’ accounting records
are available to inspact. This will be 3-14 July 2017 for 2001617 accounts. The advertisement mus] sel out
the dates of the period for the exercise of public rights, how you can communicate 1o the council thal yau
wish o inspact the accounting records and related documents, the neme and address of the auditor, and
the relavant legislation that governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your council about the accounting records, since they hold afl the details. If you are
a lacal edector, your right to ask guestions of the extamal auditor is enshrined in law. However, while the
auditor will @nswer your queslions where poseible, they are not ahways obliged to do so. For exampla, the
question might be belter answered by ancther organiaation, require investigation beyond the auditer's ramit,
oF involve disproportionate cost {which is bome by the local Expayver). Give your ecuncil the opportunity
first 1o axplain anything i the accounting records that you are unsure aboul. i you are not satisfied with the
council's explanalion, you can guestion the extamal auditor about the accounting records,

Thiz law Emits the time avaiable for you formally to ask questions. This must be dane in e pedod for the
exercise of pubsc rights, so let the external awditor kmow your concem as soon as possible, The
acvertsemant or notica thal talis you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give thw period
far the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here means formally
asking guestions wnder the Act, You can ask someoneg 1o represent you when asking the extemal auditor
questions.
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Befone you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting recards fully, so you know what
they contain. Please remember that you cannat formally ask questions, under the Act, after the end of the
pariod for the exercise of pubhic ights, You may ask your coundl other guestions aboul thelr accounts for
any year. at any ima. But thess ara nol questions under the A,

You can ask the axtemal auditer guestions about an ibem in the accounting records for the financial year
being audited, Howewvar, your right to ask the axdarmal audilor questions is Fmiled. The external auditr can
anly answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why' questions. The external auditor cannol answer questions abeut the
council's policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly refevant to an item in the
accounting records. Remamber thal your questons muel always De about facts, not opinions. To avoid
misunderstanding, we recommend that you always pul your questaons in wriling.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller autfrily, Now you
may wish to object lo the accounts on the basis that an fem in them is In your view unlawful or there are
matters of wider concemn asiging from the Councll's finances. A local government elector can ask the
axtanal auditer to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawhul, or o issue
& report on matters which are In the public interest. Youw miest tedl the external auditor which specific item in
the accounts you object to and why you think the item is uniswful, or why you think that a public interest
rapart shoukd be made about it Yaou must provide the extemal auditor with the evidence you have 1o support
yaur ebjection. Disagreeing with Income or spending does not make it unlawful. To ebject to the souncifs
accoumns you must write 1o the extemnal auditor siating vou want to make an cbjection, including the
information and evidence bebow and you must send a copy to the council. The notice must indude:

confirmation that you are an akector in the council's area;

wiy wou are objecting fo the accounts and the facts on which you refy;

details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawiul; and

datails of any matter you think s axemal auditor showld maka a pubic interast repart about.

Other than it must be in wiiling, there is no sel format for objecting. You can only ask the extarnal audior
fo @t within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,

A final word

You may not use this right to cbject’ 1o make a personal complaint or claim against your councd, You
should take such complaints to your local Ciizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or 1o your sollcitor,
Councils, and so local taxpeyers, meet the costs of dealing with questions and chiections, In decsding
whether to take your obsection forward, one of a series of factors the suditor must take into account is the
cost that will be involved. they will only continue with the objection if it ks in the public interest to do 50, They
may alse decide not to consider an cbjection if they think that it is fivolous or vexatious, or If It repeats an
objaction already conziderad. if you appaal to the courls against an auditer's decision nat 1o apply fo the
couris for a declarathon that an item of account is unlawful, you will have to pay for the action yourself,

For more detailed gusdance on public rights and the | If you wish 10 contact your Councd's appointed |
special powers of auddors, copies of the publication | exiermal audior please write fo the address in
Local authornity sccounts: A guide fo your rmghts are | paragraph 4 of the MNotice of Public Rights and
availabie from the NAO website, Fubiication of Unaudited Anmval Retur.
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